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                                                               April 28, 2021 
 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden 
The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear President Biden, 
  

The United States and the world continue to grapple with the devastating health, 
economic, and social impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. While we are heartened that the U.S. 
and other governments are scaling up vaccine distribution to curb the spread of infection and 
bring an end to this crisis, we also recognize the world’s collective failure to be prepared for 

rapid pandemic response and the urgent need to build and strengthen our systems for pandemic 
preparedness and prevention.  
 

U.S. global leadership is pivotal to creating and sustaining a pandemic-proof 

world.  Political will and financial commitments are required to make this possible. To this end, 
we urge the Administration to fulfill its commitment to establish a new Fund for Global 

Health Security and Pandemic Preparedness, as included in the amended Global Health 

Security Act of 2021 (H.R. 391) advanced on a bipartisan basis by the House Foreign 

Affairs Committee and as detailed in National Security Memorandum 1, Section 4. We 

respectfully request you include no less than a $2 billion commitment to the Fund in your 

FY2022 Budget Request to Congress. 

  

Underinvestment in global health security and pandemic prevention and preparedness has 
been a major factor in the inadequate control of COVID-19 around the world. We must close an 
estimated $10-20 billion annual global funding gap over the next 10 years to make the world 
better prepared for future pandemics— this represents a small fraction of what the U.S. has spent 

to date on COVID-19 stimulus packages, vaccines, and other pandemic response measures. A 
dedicated, disease-agnostic, multilateral financing mechanism is urgently needed to rapidly 
accelerate pandemic preparedness. The Fund would provide catalytic funding and technical 
assistance to partner countries to develop and accelerate implementation of their national health 

security action plans, close critical gaps in their preparedness for potential pandemics, prevent 
zoonotic spillover at the source, promote national accountability and compliance with the 
International Health Regulations, and stimulate “a global race to the top” that will incentivize 
partner countries to prioritize and invest in greater preparedness. It is also critical to fulfilling the 

promise of the Global Health Security Agenda. 
  

Just as nearly two decades ago, the U.S. led the way in responding to the global AIDS 
crisis by creating PEPFAR and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, now 

is the time for the United States to mount the next major global initiative commensurate with the 
threat and crisis of pandemic preparedness. U.S. leadership establishing and investing in a new 
Fund for Global Health Security and Pandemic Preparedness will be essential and will help 
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attract and leverage new funding from other nations, the private sector, and philanthropy.  
  

We share your commitment to ensuring that the U.S. and the world are better prepared 

for emerging pandemic threats. We look forward to working with you and your Administration 
to commit the resources necessary, establish this new global financing mechanism, and to 
advance this urgent pillar of your national security agenda. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

       
Gerald E. Connolly       Brian Fitzpatrick 
Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
 

 
 
 
/s/ Colin Allred   /s/ Jake Auchincloss   /s/ Cindy Axne 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Nanette Diaz Barragán  /s/ Karen Bass    /s/ Ami Bera, M.D. 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Donald S. Beyer Jr.  /s/ Earl Blumenauer   /s/ Suzanne Bonamici 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Brendan F. Boyle   /s/ Julia Brownley   /s/ André Carson 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Judy Chu    /s/ David N. Cicilline   /s/ Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Jim Cooper    /s/ Jim Costa    /s/ Joe Courtney 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Sharice L. Davids   /s/ Danny K. Davis   /s/ Madeleine Dean 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
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/s/ Peter A. DeFazio   /s/ Mark DeSaulnier   /s/ Suzan DelBene 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Antonio Delgado   /s/ Ted Deutch   /s/ Mike Doyle 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Anna G. Eshoo   /s/ Adriano Espaillat   /s/ Dwight Evans 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Lizzie Fletcher   /s/ Bill Foster        /s/ Jesús G. “Chuy” García 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Josh Gottheimer   /s/ Raúl M. Grijalva   /s/ Jahana Hayes 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Brian Higgins   /s/ Chrissy Houlahan   /s/ Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Sara Jacobs   /s/ Pramila Jayapal        /s/ Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Steven Horsford   /s/ Hakeem Jeffries             /s/ William R. Keating 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Robin L. Kelly   /s/ Ro Khanna    /s/ Daniel T. Kildee 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Derek Kilmer   /s/ Raja Krishnamoorthi  /s/ James R. Langevin 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Rick Larsen   /s/ Mike Levin    /s/ Andy Levin 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Ted Lieu    /s/ Alan Lowenthal 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress    
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/s/ Elaine G. Luria   /s/ Stephen F. Lynch   /s/ Tom Malinowski 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Carolyn B. Maloney  /s/ Kathy Manning   /s/ Doris Matsui 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Lucy McBath   /s/ A. Donald McEachin           /s/ James P. McGovern 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Jerry McNerney   /s/ Joseph Morelle   /s/ Seth Moulton 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Jerrold Nadler   /s/ Grace F. Napolitano  /s/ Joe Neguse 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Donald Norcross   /s/ Eleanor Holmes Norton  /s/ Tom O’Halleran 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Ilhan Omar    /s/ Bill Pascrell, Jr.           /s/ Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Dean Phillips   /s/ Stacey E. Plaskett   /s/ Mark Pocan 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Katie Porter   /s/ Ayanna Pressley   /s/ Mike Quigley 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Jamie Raskin   /s/ Kathleen M. Rice   /s/ Deborah K. Ross 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
/s/ Lucille Roybal-Allard  /s/ Dutch Ruppersberger  /s/ Bobby L. Rush 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
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/s/ Michael F.Q. San Nicolas  /s/ Linda T. Sánchez   /s/ Mary Gay Scanlon 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Jan Schakowsky   /s/ Brad Sherman   /s/ Mikie Sherrill 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Albio Sires    /s/ Adam Smith         /s/ Abigail D. Spanberger 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Marilyn Strickland   /s/ Tom Suozzi   /s/ Mark Takano 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Mike Thompson   /s/ Bennie G. Thompson  /s/ Dina Titus 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Rashida Tlaib   /s/ Paul D. Tonko   /s/ Norma J. Torres 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Ritchie Torres   /s/ Lori Trahan   /s/ David J. Trone 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Juan Vargas   /s/ Nydia M. Velázquez         /s/ Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Bonnie Watson Coleman  /s/ Peter Welch   /s/ Susan Wild 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 

 
/s/ Nikema Williams   /s/ John Yarmuth 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 


